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January 29, 2019
Dear School and Children's Facility Administrators, Nurses, and Staff,
Due to the current measles outbreak investigation in Clark County, Washington, we've
received numerous questions about the local county public health response in schools.
Below, you'll find a list of standard procedures related to communicable disease in
educational and childcare settings. We'd like to remind everyone that there are
currently no confirmed cases of measles in Marion County.
Here are the key points to keep in mind:
•
•

•

•
•
•

Measles is highly contagious. A single case in a school or childcare facility will
prompt a review of staff and student vaccination records to determine risk of
further spread.
Your facility can prepare by designating a person who will communicate with
public health, especially in the first 72 hours after identification of a case. This
person should be prepared with immunization records for all students and staff
to quickly identify those at risk.
Keeping children in school/childcare is a priority, but measles is a serious
disease. If an unvaccinated person has a confirmed exposure to measles, they
will be required to stay home from school or childcare during the time when
they could become sick, usually days 7-21 after exposure. This may be
extended if there are further cases.
People excluded from school or childcare after a measles exposure are asked to
stay home to avoid exposing others in the community.
Unvaccinated children who get the measles vaccine within 72 hours of
exposure may be allowed back to school or care at the discretion of the local
health department.
Now is a great time for families, teachers and school and facility administrators
to review the vaccine records of their students and staff.

See the reverse side for more information about measles and measles immunity.
Thank you for your partnership.
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Christopher Cirino, DO, MPH
Marion County Public Health Officer
Communicable Disease 3180 Center ST NE Salem, OR 97301
PH(S03)588-5621 FAX(503)584-4811

